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The regular meeting of the Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education (CAC)  

was held on Monday, May 8, 2017 at 6:30 p.m., in the School Administration Building  

(2512 George Mason Drive; Virginia Beach, VA 23456). 

Voting members present: Sandy Beale-Berry, Kristin Burney, Jill Campbell, April 

Cobos, Amy Converse, Yoon Do, Amanda Fox, Ryan Luzak, Ginger Ploeger, Tanya 

Ramirez, Evan Rice, Gary Webster, Humberto Zuniga 

Ex-Officio members present: Dr. Veleka Gatling, Anne Baker, Sun-Siret Betancourt, 

Hailey Cahoon, Meghann Scott 

Ex-Officio members not present: Leah Krueger, Kay Roberson 

Guests: Catherine Kesler (Bayside HS Zone), Michelle Finley (Princess Anne HS Zone), 

Alex Adeomi (Ocean Lakes HS Zone), Maimunat Alex-Adeomi (Ocean Lakes HS Zone), 

Barbara Kennedy (Coordinator of Gifted Programs), Robin Schumaker (Coordinator of 

Gifted Programs), Dornswálo Wilkins-McCorey (Gifted Instructional Specialist) 

I.  Welcome – Introduction(s)  

     Mr. Ryan Luzak welcomed all the committee members and guests to the meeting and 

asked guests to introduce themselves.  

 Ms. Finley came to the meeting to find out more about the committee and inquire 

about the open at-large seat.  

 Ms. Kesler also came to the meeting to learn about the program. She noted that 

Ms. Cobos strongly encouraged her to attend the meeting. She has two students at 

Hermitage Elementary School; one of whom is identified as gifted.  

II.  Special Order/Topics  

A. Public Comments 

Mr. Ryan Luzak asked the committee and Dr. Gatling if they had any additional 

comments to add. No one had any additional comments to add to the introduction.  

III. Business Meeting – Call to Order  

 Mr. Ryan Luzak called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  

A. Approval of Minutes from April 17, 2017 

Ms. Jill Campbell made a motion to approve April minutes. Ms. Fox seconded the 

motion. The motion carried. 

IV.  Unfinished Business 

A. Membership 

Ms. Jill Campbell gave a membership update. She stated the Membership 

Subcommittee was extremely pleased by the number of responses that they had 



 

 

received to date for the vacant at-large position. The membership committee will be 

accepting applications for the at-large position during the summer. Due to the high 

volume of applicants for the at-large position, Membership Committee Chair Ms. Do 

suggested that the committee consider a more formalized approach to the voting 

process when needed this fall to include, but not be limited to, the creating a rubric to 

assist in voting. 

Mr. Ryan Luzak and Mr. Zuniga each accepted a second three-year term. Haley 

Cahoon, ex-officio student member, will also return in the 2017-18 school year. 

One of the committee members inquired about the guidance position. Dr. Gatling 

stated the gifted office will continue to work on acquiring a new guidance 

representative for the 2017-18 school year. She will work with Dr. Alveta Green 

regarding this topic.  

Ms. Cobos thanked everyone on the committee for allowing her to “participate in this 

wonderful organization.” She is preparing to move to Spain this fall.  

B. Conclusion of Elementary or Middle School Site Visit Reports  

It was suggested that those giving site visit reports should consider not repeating or 

reading the report’s written information. Mr. Luzak and the committee agreed to this 

practice of report review. 

Ms. Converse visited Pembroke Meadows Elementary School; Ms. Fox visited Plaza 

Middle School; and Ms. Do visited Glenwood Elementary School. 

 

Student representative Haley Cahoon stated how important technology was for 

students. Dr. Gatling shared Dr. Spence’s technology initiative and information about 

Digital Anchor Schools. 

V. New Business 

A. Annual Report to the School Board: Recommendations:  

At 7:34 pm, Mr. Luzak started this portion of the meeting by reviewing the 2016 

recommendations. Mr. Luzak explained the process, and went through each bullet. 

The committee engaged in discussion and wordsmithed several recommendations 

(equity, professional development, Renaissance Academy .5 staff allocation and 

technology).  

Mr. Webster made a motion to extend the meeting for 30 minutes to finish the 

recommendations. Mr. Zuniga seconded his motion; motion carried. Mr. Luzak 

requested to move Topics and Locations 2017-18 to the next meeting because of time 

constraints. This was agreed to by consensus.  

Ms. Campbell asked to discuss the last recommendation to the next meeting because 

of the time limits: 



 

 

 Continue to advocate for implementation and refinement of the resource –

cluster model at the high school model at the high school level to include an 

emphasis on clustering in grades 9 & 10, communication with parents and 

students, and collaborative efforts between all stakeholders in order to 

address the unique needs of high school gifted students.  

The committee agreed and decided by consensus that refining this recommendation 

would be homework for the next meeting.  

B. Election of Officers for 2017-18 

Mr. Luzak explained that he and Ms. Beale-Berry were at the end of their two 

consecutive one-year terms. Mr. Luzak read the by-laws to ensure accuracy. Mr. Rice 

inquired if the Vice Chair and Chair could switch roles, and Mr. Luzak lead the 

committee in reviewing the by-laws to verify the process and procedures for electing 

officers. Mr. Webster asked the committee if there was any interest in volunteers to 

take these positions for the next school year and no one spoke. Committee members 

asked Mr. Luzak if he would consider being the Vice Chair and he stated that he 

would be honored to support Ms. Beale-Berry. Ms. Campbell motioned for Mr. Luzak 

to be Vice Chair and Ms. Beale-Berry to be the Chair of the 2017-18 Community 

Advisory Committee for Gifted Education. Mr. Rice seconded her motion; motion 

unanimously carried.  

C. Topics and Locations for 2017-18 

This agenda item was postponed by consensus and will be reviewed at the June 12, 

2017 meeting.  

VI.  Adjournment  

At 8:34 p.m. Ms. Cobos motioned adjourn the meeting. Ms. Fox seconded the motion; 

motioned carried.  

The next meeting of the CAC will be held on Monday, June 12, 2017 in the School Administration 

Building (2512 George Mason Drive; Virginia Beach, VA 23456). The CAC will report to the School 

Board on June 20, 2017. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey 

Instructional Specialist 

Department of Teaching & Learning 

Office of Programs for Exceptional Children 


